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CHAP.    L 

4  merry  Jeft  betwixt  old  Motbe-r  Winter*  and 
her  Son-in-lavu  Tom. 

T HE-RE  was  an  old  woman,  named  Mo- 
ther Winter,  that  had  but  one  fon-in- 
law,  and  his  name  was  Tom ;  and  though 
he  was  at  man's  eftate,  yet  would  do  no- 
thing but  what  he  lifted,  which  grieved  his  old 
mother  to  the  heart.  Upon  a  time  being  in 
the  market,  (he  h^ard  a  proclamation,  That 
fbofe  t'.~jt  would  not  w-rk  fowJd-ie  whipped. 
At  which  the  old  .woman  'lesp'd,  and  with 
great  joy  home  me  comes,  meets  with  her 
fon,  and  toils  him  tne  mayor  of  the  town 
had  made  a.  decree^  which  was,  "That  all 
ihofc  that  ivtuid  not  work  Jh'ouJd -be  whipped. 
lias  he  fo,  fays  he,  marry,  my  bleiling  on 
kis  heart;  for  my  part,  Til  not  break  the 
decree  So  the  old  woman  left  her  fon, 
and  wint  again  to  the  market ;  {he  was  no 
iboner  gone  bat  her  fon  looks  iato  the  (lone 
pots,  \vhich  fhe  k^pt  fmall  beer  in :  and 
\vhsa  he  faw  that  |he  t>eer  did  not  work,  he 
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takes  the  pot,  (trips  off  his  doublet,  anc? 
with  a  carter's  whip  he  lays  on  them  as  hard 
as  he  could  drive.  The  people  who  fa\v  him 
doit,  told' his  mother  wh^t  he  had  done; 
which  made  the  old  woman  cry  out,  O !  that 
young  knsve  will  bs  hanged.'  b'o  in  that 
tone  home  me,  goes.  Her  fon  feeing  her, 
came  running  and  foaming  at  the  mouth  td 
meet  her,  and  told  her,  that  he  had  broke 
both  the  pots ;  which  ir/dde  the  old  woman.  . 
to  fay,  O  thou  villain !  what  haft  thou  done? 
O  mother,  quoth  he,  you  told  me  it  was 
proclaimed,  That  all  thofe  that  would  not 
work,  mult  be  whipp'd ;  ami  I  have  often. 
feen  our  pots  work  fo  hard,  that  they  have 
foamed  fo  'much -at  the  mouth,  that  they  be- 
fouled ail  the  houfe  where  they  flood  ;  but 
thtfe  two  lazy  knaves,  faid  he,  told  me; 
That  they  did  never  work,  nor  never  meant 
to  work ;  and  therefore,  quoth  lie,  I  have 
whipped  them  to  death,  to  teach  the  reft  of 
their  feilows  to  work,  or  never  look  me  in 
the  face  again. 

CHAP.    F. 

Another  -Jcft  of  old  Mother  Whiter 3  and  Ltr 
.    Soti*Tom. 

UPON  #  time  mother  Winter  lent  her 
fon  Torn  into  the  market,  to  buy  her 
a  penny  worth  oi  foap  and  gave  him  twelve. 
pence,  and  charged,  hira  to  bring  it  home 
&fe.    Tom  told  her  it  Ihoulclbe  fo  j  and  :c> 
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that  end  it  ihould  be  fafe  brought  home,  ac- 
cording to  his  mother's  charge,  he  goes  and 
iuys  one  penny-worth  of  foap,  and  hired 
two  men  with  a  hand  barrow  to  carry  the 
foap,  and  four  men  with  brown  bills  to 
guard  it  along  to  her,  giving  them  the  ele- 
ven-pence for  their  painsy  which  made  his 
mother  in  great  fury,  go  to  the  mayor  of  the 
town,  who  committed  him  to  prifon  :  Now, 
the  prifon  window  joining  clofe  to  the  may- 
or's chamber  window,  Tom,  and  fome  other 
merry  prifoners  like  htm felf,  getting  a  cup 
of  good  liquor  in  their  heads,  began  to  fmg 
and  roar  and  domoneer,  infomuch  that  the 
mayor  heard  them  that  night,  and  charged 
them  they  fhould  leave  off  drinking  and 
fmging  of  bawdy  fongs.  and  fin^  good 
plalms.  Tom  told  him,  That  he  fhould  hear 
that  he  would  amend  his  life,  if  he  would 
pardon  his  fault.  The  mayor  faid  that  for 
iheir  mii'dfineaners,  they  mould  be  that 
night  in  priibn,  and  upon  amendment,  be- 
ing neighbours,  he  would  releafe  them  in 
the  morning.  They  thanked  the  mayor, 
and  Tom  Tram  prevailed  fo  far  with  a  friend 
of  his  that  he  borrowed  three  millings; 
which  three  millings  he  fpent  upon  his  fel- 
low prifoners,  which  made  the  poor  men  be  . 
ruled  by  him,  and  do  what  he  enjoined  them 
to  do  ;  fo  when  the  mayor  was  gone  to  bed, 
the  prifon  window,  a*  before  obferved,  be- 
ing  clofe  .to  the  chamber  window,  they  be- 
~gim  to  fmg  plalms  fo  loud,  that  the  mayor 
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coulti  take  no  reft ;  which  made  him  caufe 
one  of  his  fervants  to  bi.i  them  leave  oft* 
fmging*  Tom  Tram  faid,  That  it  was  the 
mayors  good  counfel  that  they  mould  (ing 
pfalms,  and  fmrr  they  would,  as  long  as  they 
lived  there.  Which  made  the  mayor  bid  the 
jailor  turn  them  out  of  prifbn,  without  pay-  | 
ing  their  fees. 

CHAP.    III. 

How  Tom  ferved  his  Hoftefs,  and  a  Tobacco 
Setter,  being  another  of  his  j*/ls* 

IT  happened  that  Tom  was  fent  on  an  er- 
rand forty  miles  from  his  abode,  over 
heaths  and  plains,  where  having  difpatched 
his  bufmefs,  he  chanced  .to  be  lodged  in  a 
room  that  opened  into,  a  yard,  where  his 
hoftefs  kept  many  turkeys;  which  Tom 
feeing,  he  thrufts  pins  into  tvvo'of  their  heads 
and  in  the  night  they  died.  The  woman 
in  the  morning  wondered  how  the  fowl? 
mould  come  to  die,  Tom  perfuaded  her  that 
there  was  a.  great  ficknefs  where  he  dwelc 
umo/ngft  all  manner  of  fowls,  and  wifhed'hu 
hoftefs  to  fling  them  away,  the  which  fhe 
did.  Torn  watched  where  fhe  ihmg  them, 
and  when  he  took  his  leave  of  his  hoftefs, 
it,  was  at  fuch  a  time  when  me  was'bufy  fet- 
ting  bread  into  the  oven,  fo  that  be  was 
fure  (he  coukl  not  look  afrer  him  So  he 
goes  and  wraps  the  turkeys  in  his  cent,  and 
away  he  runs  >  but  finding  his  two  turkeys 
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heavy,  he  fees  a  man  that  fcld  tobaeco  up 
and  down  the  country,  at:  the  foot  of  a  hill, 
\vheii  he  alighted  to  iea'd  his  horfe  down  the 
bHl,  at  the  bottom  of  which  he  falls  down, 
and  lies  crying  as  if  he  had  broke  one  of  hi% 
iegs,  and  makes  to  the  mrm  a  mofl  piteous 
lamentation  ;  that-  he  was  fix  or  feven  miles  . 
frcni  any  town.,  there  being- no  hcrufe  near  ; 
and  that  he  w^*  like  to  perifh  for  want  of 
fuccouv.  The  man  alked.  Where  he  dwelt  ? 
he  faid  with  a  knight,  to  whom  Tom  did 
live  as  a  jefler.  The  nian  knowing  the  knight,, 
and  thinking  Tom's  leg  had  really  been  bro- 
ken, with  much  ado  lifted  him  upon  the 
horfe.  When  TGITI  was  mounted,  he  pray- 
ed the  man  to  give  hhn-h  re- mailer's  turkeys; 
Tom  made  the  horfe  to  gallop  away,  cryino-* 
out,- 1  fhall  be  killed !  1  ihall  be  killed!  O 
my  teg!  what  lhall  I  ^o!  O  my  leg!  The 
jnan  feeing  him  gone  flood  in  amaze,  and 
knew  not  what  to  think ;  neverthelefs,  hs 
durft  not  leave  his  turkeys  behind  him,  for 
fear  of  difpleafing  the  knight,  but  carried 
them  lugging  along  fretting  and  fwearing  in 
his  boors,  till  he  came  to  the  next  town, 
where  he  hired  a  horfe  to  overtake  Torn,  but 
could  not,  until  he  came  to  the  knight's 
*  iioufe,  where  Tom  flood,  to  attend  his  com- 
ing, looking  out  at  the  window.  When  the 
snan  alighted,  Tom  then  called  to  him  fp 
)oud,  that  moil  o-f  the  houfe.  heard  him  ;  O, 
^  laid  he,  now  1  fee  thou  art  an  honeft  man5, 
I  had  thought  'you  had  fet  me  upon  your 

,.  <4ie  'mayor 
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'long  hcrfe,  on  purpose  to  d^ceire  i;»: 
of  my  turkey?.     The  man  replied.    Apex 
take  you  and  your  turkeys,  for  {  never  wus 
piay'd  the  knave  with  fo  in  my  Jife ;  I  hop.1 
-that  you  will  pay  far  the- hire  of  the  hcrie, 
which  I  was  forced  to  borrow  to  follow  YOU 
withal.    That  I  will,  faid  Toin,  with  all  i*.j>- 
heart, 

CHAP.    IV.- 

How  Tom  paid  tbs  Man  for  his  Horfe  Hire, 

TOM  aiked  the  man  what  way  lie  inten- 
ded to  travel  ?  Marry,  faid  the  man, 
I  mud  go  back  with  the  horfe  1  have  hired. 
Quoth  Tom,  what  did  you  give  for  the  hire 
of  him  ?  Said  the  man,  i  gave  five  fiiiHings. 
•Well,  faid  Tom,  I  will  fet  you  to  the  next 
public  houfe,  and  then  we  will  eat  one,  of 
the  turkeys;  and  Twill  bring  you  in  good 
filver,  the  five  fhillings  for  tire  horfe  hire; 
The  place  appointed  being  two  miles  off. 
Tom  appoints  three  or  four  of  his  compa- 
nions to  mett  him,  who  did  not-  fail,  for 
they  were  there  before  Tom  and  his  frieiivU 
who  came  riding  upon  the  horfes,  Tom  up- 
on the  hired  horfe,  and  the  man  upon  his 
own.  Tom  alighted,  and  called  the  heftier  "• 
to  fet  up  his  horfe,  and  to  give  him  oat* . 
-enough,  and  caufed  a  turkey  io  be .  roallc*! 
with  all  poffible  hafte;  which,  accord. i 
he  commanded,  was  performed.  Bli' 

whiipered  to  his  conforts,  ?.nd  wifhed 

i»..-  i.  %,..*, 
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*o  ply  the  man  with  drink ;  whilft  he,  in  the 
mean  time,  went  to  the  hoft,  and  told  him, 
Iney  came  to  be  mtrry,  and  money  was 
Jhort  with  him  and  defired  he  would  lend 
him  ten  /hillings  upon  his  horfe.  The  hod 
having  to  good  a  pawn,  lent  it  him,  know, 
ing  it  would  be  fpe;-,t  in  his  houfe.  So  Tom 
went  and  gave  the  man  five  /hillings  for  the 
mre  of  the  horfe,  and  fpends  the  other  five 
faUiBga  freeJy  upon  him:  by  that  time  the 
day  was  very  nigh  fpent,  fo  that  the  mm 
could  get  no  further  that  night,  but  Tom 
and  his  companions  took  their  leaves  and 
returned  home  and  rhe  man  went  his  way 
to  bed  little  fafpe&ing  the  trick  Tom  had 
put  upon  him.  In  the  morning,  the  man 
rifmg  betimes,  thinking  to  be  gone,  could 
have  but  one  horfe,  unlefs  he  paid  ten  mil-' 
hngs,  for  Tom  had  left  word  with  his  hoft, 
that  paying  the  money,  be  mould  have  both 
horfes.  The  man  feeing  himfelf  cozened  a- 
gain  by  Tom,  paid  the  ten  millings,  and' 
wifhed  all  fuch  cheating  knaves  were  hang* 
ed,  fo  away  he  went  fretting  and  foaming 
to  fee  himfelf  abufed. 

CHAP,    V. 
'HcwJTomf&vtima  Company  cf  Gentlemen.    ' 

IT  happened  that  a  company  of  gentlemen  i 
being  difpofed  to  create  mirth,  rode  fome  ! 
miles  from  hone  to  be  merry,  one  of  them  I 
would  needs  have  Tom  to  wait  upon  him, 

<4ie  mayor 
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^nd  Tom  was  us  willing  as  ae  .to  be  in  ttist 
company  but  as  they  were  coming  home* 
<one  of  them  -cuts  the  reins  of  Tom's  'bri- 
die ;  To,  that  when  Tom  mounted  upon  <his 
horfe,  the  reins  broke,  and  thp  Ixorfe  ran 
away  with  him  in  the  midft  of  a  great  neath 
-whereon  flood  a  large  gallows  againft  -which 
the  horfe  Hood,  and  rubbed  his  neck,  fo 
-tkat  the  gentleman  hoop'd  and  naliowM, 
^nd  faid,  Farewel,  Tom,  farewel ;  bm  TORI 
alighted  from  iris  horfe,  "and  made  faft  1m 
reins,  and  with  his  fword  cut  three  or  four 
•chips  from  off  the  gallows  |  and  at  the  next 
tavern  Tom  met  with  them,  where  they 
jeer'd  him  not  a  littfe;  but  Tom  very  ear- 
neftly  entreated  them  to  forbear;  yet  the 
more  he  entreated  them,  the  more  they 
play'd  upon  him  :  But  to  be  even  with  them", 
in  the  morning  Tom  calls  the  ofller,  and 
fends  him  for  nutmegs  and  ginger,  and  gets 
a  grater;  and  when  he  had  grated  them,  he 
alfo  grated  the  chips  of  the  gallows,  und 
Tnix'd  with  the  fpice  only  a  little  nutmeg 
and  ginger  he  laid  towards  one  end  of  the 
trencher  for  himfelf,  and  with  a  gallon  of 
ale  into  the  gentlemen's  chamber  be  goes, 
begging  of  them  not  to  mock  him  any  more 
with  the  gallows ;  and  he  would  give  theiu 
that  ale  and  fpice;  and  fo,  fays  he,  gentle- 
men, I  drink  to  yor  all.  Now  as  foon  as 
he  had  dnmk,  the  ofller  call'd  him,  as  he 
gave  him  charge  before  fo  to  do,  down  flairs 
runs  Tom,  as  fafl  as  he  could  :  the  gentle- 
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•jle  fpeed  to  drink  up  the 

d  fpice  before  he  came  up  again,  and 

•••-AS  whr.c  Tom  defired.    When  fcs  came 

again,  feeing -all  the  ale' and  fpice  gone,  he 

fays,   Gentlemen,  will  you  know  why  my 

lione  earned  me  to  the  gallows  ?  Yes,  fays 

one  of  th^m,    Y»7ell,  fays  Tom,    it  was  to 

fetch  you  fonie  fpice  to  your  ale,  and  if  you. 

I  have  mere  for  you;  and  with  that 

{hewed  them  the  chips  out  of  his  pocket, 

and  away  he  runs,  leaving  the  gentlemen  to- 

look  one  upon  another,  ftudying  how  they. 

fhouid  be  revenged  on  him. 

CH  AWL 

How  Tarn  rode  a  Go/fippin%. 

TOM  h._*ard  of  a  company  of  women  that 
would  me-et  ?.:  the  place  a  houfe-warm- 
to  welcome  one  of  the  houfe.    Thefe* 
women  had  forni-erly  abufed  Tom,  and  now 
!i3  thought  to  be  even  with  them,  fo.  he  goes, 
to  an  apothec?.!'}7^  (hop,    buys  a  pound  of 
purging  comfits,  and  puts  them  in  .a  cake 
xvith  other  fpices,    and   dreiTes  himfelf  in 
v.oir.en's  apparel,    and  gets  a  horfe  and  a 
panned  and  to  the  houfe  he  comes,  knocks 
at  the  door,    and  afked  the  maid,  whether 
were  many  women,    cair-e  a  houfe-- 
v/arming?  The  maid  laid,  Not  yet:   I  pray 
fays  Torn,  take  this  c;?ke,  and  if  I  come  not 
p  meeting,  fet  them  eat  it  and  be  oier- 
•r  I  mud  go  to  a  woman  that  is  ready^ 


• -OF 'TOM  TRAM, 

to  He  ilown,  and  away  he  goes.'  The  wo- 
men  came,  and  Avondared  what  woman  it 
fhould  be  that  left  that  cake ;'  forne  of  them 
/fuppofed  that  it  \vas  fome  midwife :  They 
ilaid  a  while,  and  the  perfon  they  expected 
'to  be  with  them  not  coming,  they  felt  to 
their  meat,  and  at  lafl  to  the  cake.  But  il 
was  not  long  in  their  bellies  before  it  began 
to  work,  fo  that  one  mud  go  to  ftocrl,':ano- 
ther  to  vometing,  and  aU  of  them  v; ere  ib 
fick,  that  the  fmeiiof  them  perfumed  the 
houfe.  and  the  breath  of  them  was  fo  flrong,; 
that  none  could  endure  it:  hi  which  time 
"Tom  fluffs  hitnfeif  into  maa's  apparel, "and 
with  a  fhifF  in  his  hand,  came  where  his 
goffips  were,  and  hearing  them  groaning  all 
the  heufe  over,  opened  the  door  and  afked 
them  what  was  the  matter?  Thty  arifwerecU 
-they  were  all  poifoned.  Marry,  quoth  Tom* 
I  hope  not,  if  you  pleafe  to  let  me  have  a, 
horfe,  I  will  ride  to  Mr.  Doctor's  and  fetch 
an  antidote  ,to  e^el  the  potion.  Take 'my 
horfe,  quoth  one  ;  take  my  horfe^  faid  ano- 
ther; or  mine,  faid  a  third.  Weil,  well, 
laid  Tom,  I  'will  -take  one.  Anu  into  the 
(table  he /goes,  and  takes  tkree  horfes,  and 
to  the  dofier's  he  rides,  and  told  him,  that 
'all  the  people  of  fuch  a  houfe  had  eaten  fome- 
thing  that  hindred  them  from  going  to  itool ; 
•and  prayed  him  that  he  \vould  without  de- 
lay, carry  them  fame  Glyfters ;  and  that 
they  had  fent  a  horfe  for.  him  aud  another 
his  maa.  The  doftrr,  greedy  of>  money. 
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hafted  thither  with  his  glyfter-pipjes  as  fa& 
as  the  horfes  could  carry  him  and  his  man  ? 
but  the  cfo&dr  no  fooner  came  into  the  houfe> 
but  he  fmeli'd  there  was  no  need  of  glyfters- 
In  the  mean  time  Tomtoid  not  only  all  he  met 
•with,  that  there  were  fuch  women  met  to 
be  merry  at  fuch  a  place;  and  not  only  they, 
but  all  the  women  of  the  houfe  were  poifon- 
ecl  but  went  likewife  to  their  hufbands,  and 
told  them  the  like;  fo  that  ail  the  people 
thereabouts  repaired  thither;  which  made 
the  women  fo  amamed,  that  they  knew  not 
which  way  to  look,  becaufe  all  $at  faw  them 
judged  they  were  drunk  ;  jfo  that  inftead  of 
comforting  them,  which  they  expected,  they 
fell  a  reviling  them ;  the  women  alfo  fell  to 
fcalding  among  thernfelves,  and  would  have 
fought,  had  not  their  hufbands  parted  them, 
by  carrying  them  home. 

CHAP.    VIL 

Hciv  Tom  ferved  a  company  of  Gypfies* 

T  happened  on  a  day,  towards  night  that 
there  came  a  company  of  Gypfes  into  a 
town,  and  had  not  very  long  been  there  till 
Tom  met  them,  and  afkctl  them,  What 
they  made  there  ?  They  faid,  they  came  to 
town  to  teli  the  people  their  fortunes,  that 
thereby  they  might  withftand  enfuing  dan- 
gers. Aye,  lays  Tom,  and  where  d*>  you 
lie  to-night  ?  1  hey  told  him  they  could  not 
leli,  Nuy,  faid  Tom,  if  you  will  be  ccn- 
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(ented  to  Us  in  draw,  I  will  bring  yon  where 
you  may  lie  dry  arid  warm.  They  thanked 
him.  and  told  him  they  would  tell  him  his 
fortune  in  the  morning  for  nothing,  Tom 
.  thanked*  them,  and  therefore  cortveys  them 
into  a.  little  thach'd  houfe  which  had  a  ditch 
round  about  it,  very  clofe  to  the  wall  there- 
of; that  houfe  Tom  help'd  them  to  fill  with 
flraw,  and  fee  them  take  their  lodging ;  and 
then,  it  being  dark,  Tom  bad  them  good- 
night; and  as  foori  as  he  was  over  the  bridge, 
xvhich  was  a  plank,  he  drew  it  after  him ; 
und  in  the  dead  time  cf  the  night,  Tom  gets 
a  long  pole,  with  a  wifp  of  ftraw  at  the  end 
of  it,  and  fets  the  llraw  on  fire,  calling  out 
to  the  reft  of  the  fellows  to  fluff  for  them- 
felves  ;  who  thinking  to  run  over  the  bridge, 
fell  into  the  ditch,  crying  and  calling  out 
for  help,  while,  by  Tom's  means,  moft  part 
of  the  town  flood  to  fee  the  jeft  ;  and  as  the 
gypfies  waded  through  the  ditch,  they  took 
them,  and  carried  them  into  an  houfe  where 
there  was  a  good  fire,  for  it  was  in  the  midft 
of  winter;  where  Tom  counfels  them,  that 
they  mould  never  make  him  believe  that  they 
could  tell  him  any  thing,  that  did  not  know 
xvhat  danger  fhculd  bcfal  themfelves :  But, 
fays  he,  because  you  cannot  tell  me  my  for- 
tune, I  will  tell  you  *yours  ;  For  to-morrow 
in  the  forenoon  you  fhajl  be  whipped  jr  de- 
ceivers, aud  in  the  afternoon  be  hanged  for 
fetting  the  houfe  on  fire.  The  gypncs  hear- 
ing this  fo  ftrick  featence,  mad^e  hafte  to  dry 
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•  them  Celves,  and  next  morning  iloie  out 
town,  and  never  came  any  more  there. 

CHAP.    Till. 

iTlowTom  fold  bis  mother's  Trevot,  aid  «s:tf- 
cd  an  Aquavits  Man  that  fold  hot  water. 

IN  a  winter  night,  corning  home  very  late, 
Tom  Tram  fell  with  his  arms  before  him, 
and  at  the  lad  run  his  nofe  againft  a  pod ; 
•what,  quoth' Tom,  is  my  nofe  longer  than 
-my  arms?  And  afterwards  he  dropped  intc 
.a  well  that  was  in  the  yard,  and  cryiug  out, 
help,  help,  all  is.noewe'd  that  is  in  the  well, 
the  neighbours  carae  aad  pulled  him  out, 
and  he  drapp'd  like  a  pig  that  had  been 
roafted  on  a  {pit ;  but  he  was  then  in  a  cold 
condition,  fo  he  went  to  bed,  ?.nd  covered 
himfelf ;  but  before  morning,  having  a  foo^e- 
aefs  .in  his  belly,  Tom  had  belhit  the  fheets ; 
and  when  fome,  by  the  quick  fcent  of  their 
nofes,    had   dJfcovered  the  f.\^\t>    he   tbkl 
them,  it  was  nothing  but  the  clear  mud  of 
the  well  that  came  away  from  him  ;  and  if  he 
died  of  chat  ficknefs,  he  would  be  buried  by 
torch-light,  becaufe  none  fhtmld  fee  him  go 
to  his  grave.    Juil  as. he  had  fo  faid,  in  dame 
•a  hot  water  man,   of  whom  he  requefted  to 
give  him  a  fup ;    which  having  tailed,   he 
feignec  himfelf  to  be  in  a  hot  fever^  and  rofe 
up*  in  his  clothes,  ran  away  with  the  squa-> 
vitse  man's  bottle  of  hot  water,   and  took 
his  in  other's  trcvor,  and  fold  it  fora 
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•  hacking  pole,  and  a  falconer's  bag  ?  which 
being,  tied  to  his  fide,  and  having  drank  up 
the  poor  man's  hot  water,  he  came  reeling 
home  with  an  owl  upon  his  fift,  faying,  It 
is  gentleman-like  to  be  betwixt  hawk  and 
buzzard ;  and  he  told  the  aquavuse  man^ 
that  he  had  font  the  trevot  with  three  legs, 
to.the  next  town  to  fill  your  bottles  again. 

CH  A  P.    IX. 

Of  "Tom  Tram's  wooing  Cicily  Summers,  the 
neat  Wench  of  the  Weft. 

CICILY  Summers,  whofe  nofe  was  thea 
as  'fair  as  the  midnight  fun,  which 
ihined  as  bright  as  Baconthine,  was  beloved 
of  young  Torn  Tram ;  and  a  fad  ftory  to 
telj,  he  grew  not  worth  the  bread  he  eat, 
through  pining  away  for  her  love..  Tom 
was  loth  to  fpeak  but  ilill  wiiiitled  ;  At  laft, 
xvhen  Cicily  made  no  anfwer,  he  burft  out 
in  thus :  O  Cicily  Summers,  if  I  Tom  Tram, 
fon  of  mother  Winter,  and  thou  Cicily  Sum- 
mers, be  joined  together  what  a  quarter  mail 
we.  keep,  as  big  as  three  half  years  ;  befides, 
Cicily  Summers,  when  thou  fcoldeft,  thea 
Win-.er  fliali  prefently  cool  thy  heat;  and 
when  we  walk  on  the  ilreet  they'll  fay,  yon- 
der goes  Summer  and  Winter;  and  for 
children,  we  (hall  beget  every  y  ear  ageneration 
of  Almanacks.  So  they  went  to  the  parfon 
and  were  married ;  but  they  fell  oat  fo  ex- 
tremely,  that  fhe  .fcolded  all  the  fummer 
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4feafon ;  and  Tom  he  drank  good  ale,  and 
told  old  tales  all  the  winter  time,  and  fo 
?hev  c">  fc  never  but  thrive  all  the  year  thro*. 
Tom  lived  by  good  ale,  and  his  wife  by  eat- 
ing oatmeal ;  and  when  Tom  went  to  «be  • 
drunk  in  the  morning,  ihe  put  oatmeal  ia 
the  ale,  and  made  -caudle  with  muftard  in- 
ftead  of  eggs,  which  bit  Tom  fo  by  the  nc£e, 
that  it  would  ruo  water ;  but  the  next  day 
lie  would  -be  drunk  again. 

CHAP.    X. 

How  Tom  tifed  a  fmging  man  cf  a  Cathedral 
Church  in  the  Weft. 

ONCE  there  was  a  cathedral  Unging  man, 
that  h,ad  very  much  anger'd  Tom, 
rind  had  made  Tongs  and  jefb  on  him ;  where- 
upon TOT«  got  upon  his  back  an  ox-hide, 
with  the  horns  fet  apon  his  head,  and  fo  iay 
in  a  hedge  bottom,  waiting  till  the  ringing 
man  came  by,  who  he  was  furs  muft  pafe 
that  way:  at  laft  came  the  fmging  man,  up 
ftarted  Tom  out  of  the  hedge  bottom  in  his 
•ox-hide,  a^d  followed  him:  the  fmg«ng 
man  cried  out,  the  devil  I  the  devil!  No, 
quoth  Tom,  I  am  the  ghoft  of  goodman 
Johnfon,  living  hard  by  the  church  ftHe, 
tJilto  whofe  houfe  ye  came  and  f;mg  catches, 
and  owes  me  Five  Pounds  for  ale,  therefore 
appoint  me  a  day  when  ye  will  bring  me  my 
money  hither,  or  elfe  I  will  haunt  thee  ftill. 
The  fmging  man  prcmifed  that  day  fe'enight, 
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aa J  accordingly  he  did ;  and  Tom  made 
himfelf  brave  clothes  with  the  money,  and 
fweetheaits  came  about  him  as  bees  do  about 
a  honey  pot ;  but  Tom  wore  a  rope  in  his 
pocket  and  being  afked  if  he  would  marry, 
he  would  pull  it  out,  and  laugh,  faying, 
I  have  broken  ray  fhins  already,  and  will  be 
wifef  hereafter ;  for  I  am  an  old  colt,  and 
now  may  have  as  much  wit  as  a  horfe. 

CHAP    XI. 

How  he  hired  himfelf  to  the  juftice ^  and  what 
pranks  he  p' aye  d  while  with  him* 

THE  juftice  at  this  time  being  without  a 
man,  and  finding  Tom  to  be  a  lively 
fellow,  afking  him,  if  lie  would  ferve  him. 
Yes,  quoth  Tom,  for  I  am  a  great  many 
miles  from  the  country.  As  foon  as  they 
had  agreed  for  wages,  Tom  was  immediate- 
ly entertained :  But  he  had  not  Hv'd  long 
there  before  the  juftice  and  his  family  wa* 
obliged  to  go  to  London,  leaving  no  body 
at  home  but  Tom.  Now  in  the  juftices  ab- 
fence,  an  officer  brought  a  lufty  young  wo- 
man and  a  little  man  with  a  complaint ;  fa 
they  knocked  at  the  door,  and  Tom  let  them 
in ;  then  placing  himfelf  in  his  matter's  chair* 
he  aiked  the  woman  what  fhe  had-  to  fayy 
who  told  him  that  the  man  whom  (he  had 
brought  before  him  had  Iain  with  her  by 
force.  Adzooks,  quoth  Tom,  is  it  poffible 
that  fuch  a  little  fellow  as  this  could  force 
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fitch  a  ft  rapping-  dame  as  you,  Al;is  !  c 
faid  (he,  although  he  is  little  he  is  ftrong. 
Well,  little  whipper-fnapper,  qu^ih  Tom, 
what  do  you  fay  to  this;  lie  replied,  Like 
your  worfhip  it  is  falfe  what  ihe  fays*;  the 
truth  it  this :  I  have  been  at  fc;a,  and  com- 
ing afhore,  where  I  received  my  pay,  I  m*t 
with  this  woman,  and  agreed  with  her, for 
hslf  p.  crown,  and  when  it  was  over,  I  pull'd 
out  my  purfe  to  pay  her  honeftly  what  I  had 
agreed  for ;  but  fhe  feeing  that  I  had  £  con- 
fiderable  fum  of  money,  contrary  to  our 
bargain,  would  force  me  to  give  her  ten 
millings,  and  becaufe  I -would  not,  fhe.  has 
brought  me  before  your  worfhip.  Have  YOU 
got  that  purfe  of  money  ?  quoth  Tom :  Yes, 
Sir,  faid  the  feaman  Give  it  into  my  hand 
faid  Tom.  Hs  receives  it,  and  turning  to  - 
the  woman,  laid,  Here  take  it  and  get  about 
your  bufmtfs.  She  replied,  1  thank  your 
.  worfkip*  you  are  an  honed  good  man,  and 
have  done  me  juftice.  The  little  feaman  the 
in*- an  while-wrung  his  hands  and  bitterly  cried 
euf,  4  am  ruined,  for  it  is  every  penny  I 
had  in  the  world.  Well,  quoth  Tom,  hafte 
after  her,  and  take  it  from  her  again  Ac- 
cording to  Tom*s  order  he  runs  after  her, 
and  when  he  came  after  her.  h  .  fM.L  ;  mud, 
and  will  have  my  purfe  again  :  Then  fhe  fell, 
about  his  ears  and  tuft  him  ;  nny  this  did 
not  fatisfy  her,  but  me  dragged  him  back 
again  to  Tom,  who  fat  as.  j'jilice,  and  told 
him,  that  the  fellow  followed  her  for  the 
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Ipiirfe,.  which  he  in  jiiftice  gave  her.    VvTe!!5 
I  faid  -Tom,  and  >as  he  go:  it  ?  No,  fMd  fhe, 
K think  not,   before  he  ihoiild  take  it  from 
i|-me,  I'd  tear  out  both  his  eyes.     Let  rae  ite 
it  again,  fays  Tom :   She  gives  it  to  "him. 
|  Is  all  the  money  in  it  ?  quotti  h^:    Ye?,  Sir, 
'faid  flie^  every  penny.     Why  then,  faid  he, 
here  little  whipper-fnapper,  take  your  purib 
again ;    and  as  for  you,    Mrs,  Impudence, 
had  you  defended  your  honeily  as  well  as 
you  did  the  money,  I  never  had  been  trou- 
bled with  this- complaint.    Here,  Mr.  Con-. 
liable,   give  her  an  hundred  lames  at  the 
town's  whipping-pod :    which  was  accord- 
ingly done,  and  Tom"  was  applaudedTor  his 
jui't  proceedings. 


SEVERAL 

MERRY  TALES. 

TALE    I. 
-Of  a  Scholar  and  a  Tapfler  on 'a  Winter  nigh?*-> 

THE  tapfter  faid,  vSir,  will  you  go  to  bed, 
No,  quoth  the  fcholar,  there  are  thieves 
abroad^    and  would  not  willingly  be  tafoeii 
napping.    OQ  the  tapfter  left  him,   and  be- 
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ing  gone,  in  came  a  fpirit  into  the  chamber, 
with  his  head  under  his  r.rm,  fo  that  he 
durfl  not  (Hr,  but  cried  out,  Kelp!  help  f 
fire !  thieves !  thieves.  So  when  they  of  tne 
hcr.ife  came  to  him  they  afked  him,  what 
was  the  matter !  Oh,  quoth  he,  the  devil 
was  here,  and  fpoke  to  me  wiih  his  head 
under  his  arm ;  but  now  1  will  go  to  bed, 
and  if  he  comes  again,  I  will  fend  him  tp 
the  tapfter  to  help  him  to  make  falfe  reckon- 
ings :  It  being  a  cold  night,  quoth  he,  I  will 
firft  put  fire  to  toe,  that  is,  I  will  warm  my 
toes  by  the  fire,  then  I'll  go  to  bed.  And 
fo  he  did,  and  a  great  reckoning  the  next 
morning  put  the  fcholar  out  of  his  jeft,  fay- 
ing, that  was  in  earncft  made  too  large  a 
reckoning,  he  being  but  poor  Sir  John  of 
Oxford. 

TALE    II. 

ONE  that  was  going  to  a  wedding  had  a 
great  eccafion  to  untruis  a  pom* ;  whereup- 
on he  went  under  a  hedge,  but  the  place 
not  pleafing  him,  he  went  under  a  hayftack 
and  th^-n  into  a  fa w- pit,  and  afterwards  in- 
to a  hog-ilye,  where  he  did  his  bufmefs* 
Now  the  other  clowns  that  were  \vkh  him, 
afk«rd  him  if  he  had  done  his  tafe  and  ^ays 
labour;  Yes,  quoth  he,  1  have  (hit  three 
fhiliings  in  nine-pences,  go  and  retch  them 
they  are  more  than  a  day's  labour  \*-ili  come 
to.  So  they  went  to  the  wedding  houfe, 
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j&nd  when  they  came  thither,  they  were 
i making  a  reckoning  for  the  fuiler,  and  every 
one  gave  what  he  lifted.  Oh,  quoth  one  of 
i  them,- if  you  want  money  to  make  up  the 
reckoning,  here  is  one  that  can  fhite  three 
fhillings  in  nine-psnces.  If  he  can,  quoth 
the  giiefts,  let  -him  bring  them  hither  in  his 
mouth,  for  I  Fear  they  are  of  fo  foft  a  metal, 
that  they  will  raelt  in  fpite  of  his  teeth.  So 
after  they  had  danced  a  while,  a  fart  was 
let ;  whereupon  fays  one,  this  fart  was  full 
tharged,  for  it  yielded  a  large  vent  j  mean- 
ing his  fhirt. 

TALE    IIL 

DOWN  in  the  weft  country  a  certain 
conceited  fellow  had  a  great  nofe ;  fo  a 
country- man  by  him  with  a  fack  of  corn, 
joftled  him,  faying,  your  nofe  ftands  in  my 
way;  whereupon  the  other  fellow  wirh  the 
great  nofe,  took  his  nofe  in  his  hand,  and 
held  it  to  the  other  fide,  faying,  A  pox' on 
thee,  go  and  be  hanged. 

TALE    IV. 

ONCE  there  was  a  company  of  gypfies 
that  came  to  a  country  fellow  on  the  high- 
way, and  would  needs  tell  him  his  fortune : 
amongft  other  things,  they  bad  him  aflure 
himfelf  his  \vorft  misfortunes  were  paft,  and 
that  he  would  not  be  troubled  with  crofles 
as  he  had  been :  fo  coming  home,  and  hav- 
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ing  fcld  the  cow^t  the  market,  he  Ipok'd 
in  his  purfe  for  the  money,  thinking  to  have 
toid  it -to  his  wife;  but  he  found  not  fo 
-much  as  one  crofs  in  his  purfe ;  whereupon 
he  remembered  the  words  of  the  gypfies  and 
laid;  that  the  gypfies  had  fiid  true  that  he 
ihouid  not  be  troubled  with  croffes,  and  that 
they  had  picked  his  pocket,  and  left  not  a 
penny  in  his  purfe.  Whereupon  his  wife 
bailed  and  cudgelled  him  fo  foundly,  that 
he  began  to  perceive  that  a  man  that  had  a 
eurfed  wife  Ihould  never  be  without  a  wofe 
tbo'  he  had  ne/er  a  penny  in  his  purfe  ;  and 
becaufe  it  was  winter-time,  he  fat  a  while 
by  the  fire-fide,  and  after  went  to  bed  fup- 
perlels  and  pc-nny!efs. 

TALE    V. 

A  FARMER'S  wife  in  the  wed  had  three 
pigs,  which  {he  loved  exceedingly  well,  and 
fed  them  with  good  butt-cr-milk  and  whey; 
"but  they  would  come  running  into  the  houfe 
and  befoul  the  rooms :  whereupon  fhe  re- 
folved  to  fell  them  at  the  market,  becaufe 
they  were  better  fed  than  taught,  but  aftef- 
wards*  they  were  flolen  away  from  her; 
wherenpon  {he  fuppofed  they  were  driven  up 
to  London  to  learn  manners ;  but  faid  fhe, 
they  ver«  too  old  to  learn  to  turn  the  fpit 
in  Barholomew  fair,  and  therefore  believed 
fame  butchers  had  dole  them  away. 

Her  cock  had  a  pjece  of  cloth  fev/en  about 
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him,  and  was  left  upon  the  perch,  but  after- 
wards ftolen ;  whereupon  (he  laid,  that  her 
cock  was  turned  fcholar  in  a  black  gown ; 
and  fo  (he  went  to  Oxford  to  a  conjurer,  to 
know  what  was  become  of  her  pigs  and  her 
cock.  The  fcholar  fmiled,  and  told  her, 
the  three  pigs  were  blown  home,  and  the 
cock  was  made  a  batchelor  of  arts  in  one  of 
the  colleges.  I  thought  fo,  faid  the  woman* 
for  fure  batchslors  of  arts  are  very  coxcombs* 
. 

TALE    VI. 

ONE  in  the  country  having  bought  a 
cloak  of  one  that  ftole  it,  or  made  it  by 
flight  of  hand,  he  was  challenged  for  it; 
and  being  troubled  in  mind,  afked  a  friend 
of  his,  a- very  witty  fellow  i-n  the  parim, 
How  he  might  come  off?  His  friend  replied, 
he  would  tell  him  for  a  quart  of  fack.  So 
to  the  tavern  they  went,  and  having  drunk 
a  pint,  he  defired  to  ki*ow  how  he  might 
come  off?  When  we  have  drunk  the  other 
pint  of  fack,  quoth  his  friend,  I'll  tell  you 
how  you  may  come  off  The  quart  being 
.drunk  off,  he  replied,  he  would.not  tell  biin 
till  they  were  in  the  fireet.  So  going  out  of 
the  tavern,  Do  you  fee,  quoth  he,  yon-Jer 
coilour  fel-er's  mop,  pointing  as  it  were, 
with  his  finger ;  do  but  buy  a  rope  there 
and  hang  thyfelf  with  it,  aod  I  warrant  thee 
thou  (halt  come  off,  and  iiever  be  troubled 
for  that  matter. 
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TALE    VIL 

A  COUNTRY  Clergyman  meeting  a  neigh- 
bour who  never  came  to  church,  although 
an  okl  fellow  of  about  fifty,  he  gave  him 
fome  reproof  on  that  account,  and  afked 
him  if  he  never  read  at  home  ?  No,  replied 
die  clown,  I  cannot  read.  1  dare  fay, 
faid  the  parfon,  you  don't  know  who  made 
you?  Not  I,  in  troth,  cried  the  coun- 
try man.  A  little  boy  coming  by  at  the 
fame  time.  Who  made  you  child  ?  faid  the 
parfon,  God  Sir,  faid  the  boy.  —  Why  look 
you  there,  quoth  the  Clergyman,  are  you 
not  aihamecl  to  hear  a  child  of  five  or  fix 
years  old,  tell  me  who  made  him,  when  you 
that  are  fo  old  a  man,  cannot!  —  Ah!  faid 
the  country  man,  it.  is  no  wonder  that  he 
fliould  remember  ;  he  was  made  but  t'other 
and  it  is  a  long  while  meafter  fmce  I 
made, 
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